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1. Applicant's arguments, see Paper No. 7, filed 3/8/04, with 
respect to the rejection (s) of claim(s) 1-6 under Hull et al have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground (s) of rejection is made in view of 
Safai et al (US 6,167,469). 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof 
by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another 
who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of 
section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent . 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American 
Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the 
examination of this application as the application being 
examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) 
voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this 
application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the 
amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-3 and 5-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Safai et al (US 6,167,469). 
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With regard to claim 1, Safai et al discloses in Figs. 6 
and 7, a processing system that comprises the digital camera 
having a camera section (camera 100 including image detector 250 
is shown in Fig. 2, col. 5, lines 29-40), first memory section 
(storage device 212, col. 6, line 2), first processing means 
(server 601 and service 602, col. 13, lines 20-35 and col. 14, 
lines 9-30), second memory (storage device 604, col. 13, lines 
31) , second processing means (printer 612 inherently includes a 
processor for processing image data sent from server 601 so as 
print the images on a hard copy, col. 13, line 34 and col. 14, 
lines 30-43; noted that the printer has to convert image data 
from server 601 into printing data; therefore, the printer must 
have a processor to perform the data conversion) , communication 
apparatus (modems 214, 604 and PSTN 606 and Network 608), and 
instruction means (camera 100 has CPU 210 that provides 
instruction to server 601 so as to perform a particular 
processing for printing or addressing, col. 14, lines 1-43). 

With regard to claim 2, Safai et al discloses in Figs. 6 
and 7, a processing system that comprises the second processing 
means including a print section (printer 212 includes printing 
mechanism so as to print image data from the server) . 

With regard to claim 3, Safai et al discloses in Figs. 6 
and 7, a processing system that comprises the third memory 
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(printer 212 inherently includes a memory because the printing 
speed of the printer is always slow in comparison to 
transmission speed of the server and the memory is used to serve 
as a buffer to slow down the transmission from the server) . 

With regard to claim 5, Safai et al discloses in Figs. 6 
and 7, a processing system that comprises the camera section 

(camera 100) , image data ( image data is stored in memory 212) , 
instruction means (CPU 210 instructs server 610 to process image 
data that can be sent to a printer) , second memory (storage 
device 614) , and connecting section (modems PSTN and Network) . 

With regard to claim 6, Safai et al discloses in Figs. 6 
and 7, a processing system that comprises the processing device 

(server 601) , digital camera (camera 100) , reception means 

(modem 604 and server 601 include a reception circuit that 
receives image data from camera 100) , memory section storage 
device 614) , and output means (server 601 includes an output 
circuit used to provide image data stored in memory 614 to 
printer 612 that inherently includes a printing processing to 
process image data into a printing data) . 

With regard to claim 7, Safai et al discloses in Figs. 6 
and 7, a processing system that comprises the instruction means 

(CPU 210) . 
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With regard to claim 8, Safai et al discloses in Figs. 6 
and 7, a processing system that comprises the first processing 
means communicates directly with the digital camera (server 601 
directly processes image data from camera 100 without passing 
through any other image processing circuit, col. 14, lines 9- 
55) . 

With regard to claim 9, Safai et al discloses in Figs. 6 
and 7, a processing system that comprises the instruction means 
(CPU of camera 100 directly communicates with server 601 without 
passing through any other server, col. 14, lines 9+) . 

With regard to claim 10, Safai et al discloses in Figs. 6 
and 7, a processing system that comprises the reception means 
(modem 604 and server 601 includes a circuit that is used to 
directly receives image data from the camera without passing 
through any other server) . 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
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shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made . 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Safai et al in view of Fukuoka (US 5,754,227): 

Safai et al discloses the same subject matter discussed 
with respect to claim 1-3, except that the system includes a 
plurality of the second processing means and the camera includes 
a selecting means. 

Safai et al does not explicitly disclose any plurality of 
the second processing means and the selecting means of the 
camera. However, Fukuoka discloses a digital camera that is 
connected to a plurality of computer system 33 or 34 and 
printers 35 or 36, col. 4, lines 1-53. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate a plurality of printers in the camera system of 
Safai et al as the same fashion as disclosed by Fukuoka so as to 
obtain a plurality of second processing means because the 
incorporation of a plurality of printers in the Safai system 
would allow a user to select a desired printer to send a 
pictures for printing. 

In the combination, since a user can select a desired 
printer, there must be a selecting circuit implemented on the 
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camera 100 of Safai so as to select a particular printer and 
thereby to improve the efficiency of the system. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In 
considering patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), 
the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered 
therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to 
point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that 
was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in 
order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) . 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Parulski et al discloses a digital imaging system that 
includes printers. 

6. This Office action is not made Final due to new grounds of 
rejection applied to the claims. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUAN HO 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-4943. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7AM to 4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, WENDY GARBER, can be 
reached on (703) 305-4924. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9306 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 




TUAN HO 



Primary Examiner 
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